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GORTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1895. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Ninth 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1895. 

The  Urban  District  of  Gorton  embraces  1133  acres  (about 
One  and  Three-quarter  square  miles).  The  census  of  1891  gave 
a population  of  15,215  and  estimated  to  be  18,500  at  the  middle 
of  June,  1895.  Of  the  96  Urban  Sanitary  Districts  of  Lancashire 
the  average  density  is  under  four  persons  per  acre.  For  Gorton 
the  average  density  is  between  16  and  17  persons  per  acre,  many 
of  the  Streets  being  at  the  rate  of  250  to  300  persons  per  acre. 

The  Birth-rate  for  the  year  is  36.6  which  is  higher  than  for 
any  previous  year,  for  1894  it  was  34.0;  1893,  34-5  5 1892,  35.0; 
1891, 35.0. 


4 


There  were  registered  678  births  (365  Males  and  313 
Females)  ol  these  15  were  registered  as  illegitimate. 

The  excess  ot  Births  over  Deaths  is  280,  for  1894  the  excess 
was  309;  1893,  235;  1892,  225;  1891,  200. 

The  Birth-rate  for  the  County  for  1894  was  29.19  per  1000 
ot  population — Urban  districts,  29.49;  Fural  districts,  27.7; 
England  and  Wales,  29.6;  Gorton,  34.0  for  the  same  year. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  398,  which  includes  17  in 
the  Workhouse  and  i in  the  Fever  Hospital,  of  persons  belonging 
to  this  district,  21 1 were  Males  and  187  Females  which  gives 
about  two  deaths  in  every  18  families,  whilst  the  births  averaged 
two  in  1 1 families. 

The  Death-rate  for  1895  21.  5 which  is  higher  than  for 

several  years  past,  the  average  often  years  being  20.  i,  for  1894 
it  was  16.3  which  was  exceptionally  low  and  shared  with  the 
Country  generally  in  a very  low  mortality,  the  average  for  the 
County  of  Lancaster  for  1894  being  16. 16,  Urban  districts,  16.4 
Rural  districts,  14.8;  33  large  English  towns,  18  . i ; England  and 
Wales,  16.6,  which  the  Registrar-General  reports  was  not  only 
the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  England  and  Wales,  but  so  much 
as  1 .5  per  1000  under  the  lowest  previous  rate,  18.  i in  1888. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  from  the  notified 
infectious  diseases  was  14,  (Scarlet  Eever  3,  Diphtheria  i.  Croup 
3,  Typhoid  6,  Erysipelas  i).  The  Death-rate  from  these  diseases 
for  1895  equalled  o . 7 per  1000  of  population.  Erom  other 
infectious  diseases  not  notifiable  there  were  9 deaths,  (Measles  6 
and  Whooping  Cough  3),  giving  a total  death-rate  from  infectious 
diseases  of  i . 2 per  loco.  The  following  are  the  number  of  deaths 
from  these  diseases,  1895,23;  1894,  30;  1893,  29;  1892,51 ; 1891,35; 
1890,  32;  1889,  50;  1888,  32. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  was  51  which  is  a 
greater  number  than  any  past  year.  The  death-rate  from  this 
disease  alone  for  the  year  is  2 . 7 which  added  to  the  death-rate 
from  infectious  diseases  gives  a total  zymotic  death-rate  for  the 
year  of  3.9  which  is  a higher  rate  than  for  any  year  since  1889 
though  the  death-rate  from  infectious  diseases  alone  is  lower 
than  for  any  previous  year.  Only  3 deaths  occurred  from  the 
notified  infectious  diseases  from  January  to  the  end  of  June. 

The  diseases  included  in  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases 
are  Small  Pox,  Aleasles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Diarrhoea. 

The  death-rates  for  several  years  past  from  these  diseases 
are  1895,  3-9;  1894,  ^ -7:  3-41  ^^92,  3.8;  1891,  2.9;  1890, 

3.4;  1889,  4.7;  1888,  2.9;  average  for  8 years,  3.5 

For  the  County  the  death-rate  from  these  seven  zymotic 
diseases  for  1894  was  i .49,  being  i . 57  for  Urban  districts  and 
I .04  for  the  Rural  districts.  For  the  whole  of  Fngland.  and 
Wales  the  rate  was  1.76,  33  large  English  towns,  2.43, 
Gorton,  i . 7. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  equalled  212  infants  dying  under 
12  months  of  age  out  of  each  1000  born  during  1895,  for  1894 
the  mortalitymvas  124,  1893,  1^7,1  1^9-)  ifi7;  J^9F  Ufi;  average 
of  5 years  171. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  for  1894  for  County  was  134 
(Urban  districts  138,  Rural  districts  109)  for  England  and  Wales, 
for  1894  U7  average  of  33  large  English  towns 

152,  Gorton  124.  The  average  of  5 years  for  the  County  was 
135,  the  average  of  Gorton  for  5 years  177. 
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The  number  of  deaths  under  5 3^ears  of  age  for  1895  was 
205  (out  of  a total  of  398)  which  is  at  the  rate  of  ii  per  1000  of 
the  population,  for  1894  it  was  6.q,  1893  9.9,  1892  9.6. 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  which  death  occured. 


1895  1894  1893  1892  1891  1890  1889  1888 


Under  i year  of  age  144  ...  74  ...  107  ...  94  ...  90  ...  86  ...  95  ...  64 
Between  i and  5 61  ...  48  ...  56  ...  61  ...  52  ...  48  ...  68  ...  48 


5 and  15  19  ...  II  ...  16  ...  17  ...  14  ...  15  ...  20  ...  15 

15  and  25  15  ...  16  ...  16  ...  II  ...  15  ...  16  ...  9 ...  II 


,,  25  and  65 

Over  65 


98  ...  78  ...  80  ...  96  ...  96  ...  72  ...  62  ...  60 
61  ...  60  ...  61  ...  57  ...  75  ...  69  ...  41  ...  47 


Total  398  287  336  336  342  306  295  245 


In  Withington  Workhouse  there  were  registered  17  deaths 
of  persons  belonging  to  this  district,  1894,  12;  1893,  13;  1892,  25; 
1891,  42. 

Df  the  17  deaths  8 were  Males  and  q Females.  One  death 
was  under  5 ^^ears  of  age  and  3 over  65. 


The  Infectious  Diseases  which  are  notified  to  the  District 
Council  are  Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever 
Eiysipelas,  Puerperal  Fever,  and  Croup. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  1895  was  158 
which  is  at  the  rate  of  8 . 5 per  1000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  1894,  9.6;  1893,  6.1;  1892,  6.1;  1891,  4. 8;  1890,  7 . 3. 

It  will  be  observed  I have  stated  these  infectious  cases  of 
sickness  in  the  same  terms  as  the  birth  and  death  rates,  that  is 
per  1000  of  the  population,  instead  of  simply  stating  the  number 
of  such  cases  reported. 
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There  were  45  cases  reported  from  January  to  June  and  113 
cases  from  July  to  December.  The  cases  reported  were  Small 
Pox  3,  Scarlet  Fever  70,  Diphtheria  19,  Membranous  Croup  4, 
Typhoid  53,  Erysipelas  9. 

Sti  James’s  Wai*d — comprises  718  acres  and  has  an  estimated 
population  of  10,456  to  June,  1895. 

Town  Hall  Ward — has  415  acres  and  an  estimated  population  of 
8,044. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  Sti  James’S  Ward  was  213  (122 
Males  and  91  Females)  equal  to  a death  rate  of  20 . 3 and  in  Town 
Hall  Ward  167  deaths  (81  Males  and  86  Females)  the  death  rate 
being  20 . 7. 

The  death  rates  for  St.  Jamos’s  Ward  for  several  years  past 
are: — 1895,  20.3;  1894,  15.5;  1893, 14.5; 1892, 16.4; 1891,  14.6; 
1890,21.1;  1889,  18.6;  1888,  16.6;  1887,  20.1;  1886,  23.4; 
1885,  24.3;  and  for  Town  Hall  Ward,  1895,  20.7;  1894,  15.8; 
1893,  27.4;  1892,  23.7;  1891,  26.4;  1890,  19.7;  1889,  22^6 
1888,  19.0;  1887,  18.3;  1886,  20.6;  1885,  24.2. 

The  death  rate  for  St.  Jamos’s  Ward  is  higher  than  for 
several  years  past,  the  extra  deaths  being  chiefly  from  Diarrhoea 
there  being  27  deaths  in  1895  as  compared  with  1894,  i;  1893,  12; 
1892,  6;  1891,  6;  1890,  17.  There  was  also  an  excess  of  deaths 
from  Lung  diseases. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  notified  infectious  diseases 
was  7 (Scarlet  Fever  1,  Diphtheria  i.  Croup  2,  Typhoid  Fever  2, 
Erysipelas  i,)  the  death  rate  from  these  being  0.6;  from  other 
infectious  diseases  there  were  6 deaths  (Measles  4,  Whooping 
Cough  2,)  and  from  Diarrhoea  27  deaths.  The  total  zymotic 
death  rate  for  St.  James’s  Ward  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  being  for  1895,  3.6;  as  compared  with  1894,  1.5;  1893,  1.6. 
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The  death  rate  of  Town  Hall  Wal'd  though  higher  than 
for  1894  is  lower  than  the  death  rates  of  previous  years.  From 
the  notified  infectious  diseases  there  were  5 deaths  (Scarlet 
Fever  2,  Croup  i,  Typhoid  Fever  2,)  giving  a death  rate  of  0.6. 
From  other  infectious  diseases  there  were  3 deaths  (Measles  2, 
Whooping  Cough  i,)  and  from  Diarrhcea  there  were  24  death. 
The  total  zymotic  death  rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  for  Town  Hall  Ward  for  1895  being  3.8  as  compared 
with  1894,  1.9;  1893,  6.2. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  St.  James’s  Ward  under  5 years  of 
age  is  102  (out  of  a total  of  213)  giving  a death  rate  of  9.7  per  1000 
of  the  population.  In  Town  Hall  Ward  the  deaths  under  5 was 
102  (total  167)  giving  a death  rate  of  12.6  per  1000  of  population. 

The  Infectious  diseases  reported  in  St.  James’s  Ward 
numbered  114  for  the  3^ear,  18  of  them  being  under  5 years  of 
age  and  96  over  five. 

The  cases  reported  were  Small  Pox  3,  Scarlet  Fever  43, 
Diphtheria  ii,  Croup  3,  Typhoid  Fever  45,  Erysipelas  9.  Of 
these  from  January  to  June  there  we^e  reported  28,  and  86  from 
July  to  December. 

In  Town  Hall  Ward  there  were  44  cases  reported  ii  being 
under  5 and  33  over  5.  The  cases  were  Scarlet  Fever  27, 
Diphtheria  8,  Croup  i,  Typhoid  8.  Of  these  17  occurred  from 
January  to  June  and  27  from  July  to  December. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  for  St.  James’s  Ward  equalled 
10.9  per  1000  of  the  population  for  1895  as  compared -with  1894, 
lo.o;  1893.  5.0;  1892,  4.0;  1891,  3.5;  and  for  Town  Hall  Ward 
5.4  for  1895,  past  years  being  1894,  10. o;  1893,  8.0;  1892,  5.5; 
1891, 7.4. 
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The  following  are  the  total  number  of  deaths  which  have 
occurred  during  the  past  eight  years  from  each  ol  the  following 
diseases,  Small  Pox  o,  Scarlet  Fever  36,  Diphtheria  34,  Croup  20, 
Typhoid  Fever  34,  Erysipelas  3,  Puerperal  Fever  7,  Measles  74, 
Whooping  Cough  78.  The  first  seven  are  the  notifiable  diseases, 
thetotal  deaths  in  eight  years  from  them  being  134.  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  are  not  notifiable  but  the  total  deaths  from 
these  two  during  the  same  time  were  152. 

Small  Pox — The  three  cases  occurred  in  St.  James’s  Ward,  two  in 
September  and  one  in  October. 

Two  of  the  cases  were  children,  the  source  of  the  disease 
not  being  traceable.  The  other  case  was  a woman  whose 
husband’s  fellow  workman  had  stayed  away  from  work  two  days 
the  previous  week  in  consequence  of  a rash  on  his  face  which  he 
stated  was  “Chicken  Pox”  but  was  not  under  medical  treatment. 
All  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital  and  every 
precaution  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading. 

MeasiGS — There  were  6 deaths,  4 in  St.  James’s  Ward  and  2 in 
Town  Hall  Ward,  all  under  5 years  of  age  occurring  in  August, 
September  and  November. 

ScarlGt  FGVGr — There  were  3 deaths,  i in  St.  James’s  Ward  and  2 
in  Town  Hall  Ward,  i occurring  in  May  and  2 in  September. 
The  percentage  of  deaths  to  the  cases  notified  was  4.3,  for  1894 
the  mortality  was  3.3  and  1893  12.5,  for  each  100  cases  notified. 
For  the  County,  for  1894  the  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases 
notified  was  7.5.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  70  (22  under 
5 and  48  over  5 years  of  age)  there  being  22  from  January  to 
June  and  48  from  July  to  December.  In  St.  James’s  Ward 
there  were  43  cases  and  27  in  Town  Hall  Ward,  corresponding 
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to  4.1  per  1000  of  the  population  in  St.  James’s  Ward  and  3.3  in 
Town  Hall  Ward.  For  the  township  the  following  are  the  rates 
per  1000  of  the  population  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  for  several  past 
3'ears,  1895,  4.3;  1894.  5.1 ; 1893,  2.4;  1892,  1.2;  i8qi,  2.5; 

1890,  4.0. 

Diphtheria — Only  1 death  occurred  out  of  i g cases  notified.  Nine 
were  reported  from  Januar}”  to  June  and  ten  from  July  to 
December,  ii  of  the  cases  were  in  St.  James’s  Ward  and  8 in 
Town  Hall  Ward.  3 were  under  5 yciirs  of  age  and  16  over  5. 
The  cases  reported  in  St.  James’s  Ward  corresponded  to  1805,  i.o 
and  1894,  T.7  per  1000  of  the  population  and  for  Town  Hall 
Ward  1895,  1.0  and  1804,  1.6.  The  number  of  cases  notified  for 
each  1000  of  the  population  for  the  Township  for  several  years 
past  are  the  following  1805,  i.o;  1804,  1.7;  i8q3,  0.5;  i8q2,  i.o; 

1891,  0.3;  i8qo,  I.o. 

Whooping-  Cough — There  were  3 deaths.  One  each  in  March, 
April,  and  December.  Two  of  the  deaths  were  under  5 and  one 
over.  In  St.  James’s  Ward  there  were  two  deaths  and  one  in 
Town  Hall  Ward.  For  previous  years  the  deaths  were  1894,  8; 
1893,  6;  1892,  10;  1891,  17;  1890,  7;  1889,  ll;  1888,  16. 

Consumption — There  were  27  deaths,  14  in  St.  James’s  Ward, 
1 1 in  Town  Hall  Ward  and  2 in  Withington  Workhouse  of 
persons  belonging  to  this  district.  The  Mortality  for  past  years 
from  this  disease  is  as  follows:  1895,27;  1894,23;  1893,21; 

1892,  35;  1891,  20;  1890,  21;  i88q,  17;  1888,  17. 

Chest  Diseases — (Bronchitis  and  Inflammation  of  the  Lungs) 
caused  84  deaths,  of  these  40  occured  in  St.  James’s  Ward,  39 
in  Town  Hall  Ward  and  5 in  Withington  Workhouse.  37  were 
under  5 years  of  age  and  47  over  5. 
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Influenza — was  prevalent  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  and 
six  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  it,  4 in  March  and  2 in  April. 

Typhoid  Fevei* — caused  6 deaths,  two  being  in  St.  James's  Ward, 
2 in  Town  Hall  Ward  and  i each  in  Monsall  Fever  Hospital  and 
Workhouse  Fever  Hospital  of  persons  belonging  to  this  district. 
The  deaths  for  previous  years  were  iHq;,  6;  1894,  5;  1893,5; 
1892,  6;  1891,  6;  1890,  4;  1889,  i;  1888,  I.  This  disease  was 
epidemic  in  a part  of  the  district  during  September,  October 
and  November.  The  number  of  cases  notified  during  1895  Avas 
53  as  compared  with  1894,24;  1893,35;  1892,21;  1891,23; 

1890,  20;  1889,  21 ; corresponding  to  the  following  rates  for  each 
1000  of  the  population  1895,  2.7;  1894,  1.3;  1893,  2.1;  1892,  1.3; 

1891,  1.5;  1890,  1.3;  1889,  1.4. 

Forty-five  of  the  cases  occurred  in  St.  James's  Ward  and  8 
in  Town  Hall  Ward.  Nine  cases  were  reported  from  January  to 
end  of  August,  43  occurred  in  September,  October  and  November, 
and  I in  December. 

Forty  three  out  of  the  fifty  three  cases  occured  in  an  area 
bounded  by  Hyde  Road;  the  Railway  Line,  Gorton  Lane; 
Church  Lane;  and  Victoria  Road.  Careful  cj[uestioning  of  the 
relatives  of  the  patients  as 'to  the  source  of  their  milk  supply,  in 
a great  many  of  the  cases  pointed  to  one  dairy  in  the  district 
either  as  being  the  usual  daily  supply  or  having  bought  a small 
quantity  once  or  more  during  the  previous  fortnight.  An 
inspection  of  the  diary  was  made  hut  no  insanitary  defects  Avere 
found.  The  owner  gave  the  addresses  of  the  three  Farmers  in 
Cheshire  Avho  supplied  him  Avith  milk. 

There  is  frequently  great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the 
exact  source  of  the  milk  supply  in  many  of  the  cases  from 
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the  fact  of  many  of  the  householders  having  no  regular  supply 
of  milk  hut  obtain  it  sometimes  from  one  place  and  sometimes 
from  another.  On  being  questioned  as  to  their  supply  of  milk 
they  generally  give  the  source  of  supply  ot  the  last  day  or  two 
and  only  by  questioning  during  two  or  more  visits  can  all  the 
sources  of  the  milk  supply  he  obtained.  Also  the  method  of 
many  of  the  milk  vendors  accommodating  each  other  with  milk 
renders  the  investigation  of  the  milk  supply  more  complex  and 
hafiling. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  1895  I inspected  the  Farms  in 
company  of  the  Medical  OOicer  of  Health  of  the  Alaccleslield 
Division,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  (Mr.  Scully) 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Two  of  the  farms  supplied  milk 
regularly  to  the  dairy  and  one  farm  supplied  what  is  termed 
“accommodation  milk”.  The  two  farms  which  supplied  milk 
regularly  were  in  good  sanitary  condition  and  were  registered  to 
supply  milk.  The  farm  which  supplied  the  “accommodation 
milk  ” was  not  registered  to  sell  milk,  the  drainage  of  the  milk- 
house  was  most  imperfect,  an  untrapped  drain  having  direct 
access  into  the  building,  the  drain  emptying  a short  distance 
away  into  a cesspool  at  the  hack  of  the  privy.  The  well  which 
supplied  the  pump  in  the  yard  was  about  8 yards  deep,  it  was 
quickly  emptied  with  taking  out  14  or  15  buckets  of  water  but 
it  quickly  relilled,  the  water  percolating  into  it  from  an  old  dirty 
cow-pond  about  15  yards  from  the  pump.  The  water  in  tubs 
in  the  milk-house  which  was  used  for  refrigerating  the  milk  and 
used  afterwards  for  washing  out  the  milk  cans  had  the  appearance 
of  having  been  drawn  direct  from  the  cow-pond.  Pig-wash  in 
an  offensive  sour  condition  was  also  stored  in  barrels  in  the 
milk-house.  The  milk-house  was  about  4 yards  square  with 
brick  floor, 
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The  farmer  at  that  time  was  under  notice  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority  to  remedy  the  defective  drains. 

The  supply  of  milk  from  this  farm  was  stopped  forthwith. 
Seven  fresh  cases  occurred  (6  in  November  and  i in  December) 
after  allowing  14  days  to  elapse  from  the  stoppage  of  the  supply. 
No  case  of  Typhoid  could  he  traced  as  having  occurred  at  this 
farm,  hut  the  bad  sanitary  conditions,  more  particularly  the 
water  supply,  point  pretty  conclusively  that  the  supply  of  milk 
from  this  farm  was  the  cause  of  the  epidemic,  more  especially 
when  it  is  observed  that  37  cases  occurred  in  8 weeks  previous  to 
and  only  7 cases  in  the  same  length  of  time  after  stopping  it. 

DiarrhOBa — was  the  cause  of  5 I deaths  all  under  5 years  of  age. 
In  St.  James’s  AVard  there  were  27  deaths  and  24  in  Town  Hall 
Ward.  The  disease  was  epidemic  during  the  months  of  Julv, 
August,  September,  and  October.  The  mortality  from  this 
disease  was  greater  than  tor  any  previous  year.  For  comparison 
the  deaths  of  previous  years  are  given  here,  1895,  51;  1894,  i; 
1893,33;  1^92,  14:  1891,  14;  1890,  23;  1889,  22;  1888,  12. 
Corresponding  to  the  following  rates  per  1,000  of  population, 
1895,  2.7;  1894,  0.05;  1893,  2.0;  1892,  0.9;  1891,  0.9;  1890,  1.5. 

Reference  to  tables  shows  14  deaths  during  July  and 
August,  and  37  deaths  for  September  and  October,  and  it  is  a 
strange  coincidence  that  all  deaths  from  Diarrluea  ceased  in  7 
days  from  the  stoppage  of  the  milk  supply  from  the  farm 
discussed  under  Typhoid.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  Diarrluea 
epidemic  extended  over  a greater  area  than  the  Typhoid 
epidemic,  hut  it  must  also  be  remembered  that  contaminated 
milk  which  would  scarcely  affect  an  adult  is  often  sufficient  to 
cause  fatal  elTect  to  an  infant. 
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Precautionary  measures  are  adopted  to  prevent  the 
spreading  of  infectious  diseases  by  disinfecting  and  stopping  the 
attendance  at  school  ot  other  children  in  the  same  family. 
Where  the  case  is  not  removed  to  the  fever  hospital  isolation  is 
carried  out  at  home.  To  the  Health  Committee  it  was  pointed 
out  that  the  greater  the  number  of  cottages  erected  with  only 
two  bedrooms  the  more  infectious  diseases  will  spread  amongst 
the  people.  There  should  be  at  least  three  bedrooms  both  for 
purposes  of  decency  and  morality  as  well  as  the  public  health. 
Of  the  notiliable  diseases  Scarlet  Fever  is  the  most  infectious. 
From  many  cases  in  ni}'-  own  experienc  I am  convinced  this  need 
not  be  so  if  proper  precautions  be  adopted.  The  chief  precautions 
are  rubbing  the  whole  of  the  body  including  the  head  with  a 
disinfecting  oil  daily  from  the  first  time  of  seeing  the  patient  till 
peeling  of  the  skin  has  completely  ceased,  and  for  the  throat 
and  mouth  a sweetened  antiseptic  powder  is  used  for  a 
lengthened  period.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Nottingham  in  a special  article  on  the  subject  lays  great  stress 
on  such  measures  as  a means  for  preventing  the  spreading  of  the 
disease. 

There  were  removed  go  cases  of  infectious  diseases  to  the 
Fever  Hospitals  (28  to  Monsall  and  11  to  Withington)  These 
comprised:  Small-pox  3,  Scarlet  Fever  14,  Diphtheria  i, 
T34:)hoid  Fever  21.  For  1804  number  removed  to  the  fever 
Hospitals  was  32.  The  average  cost  to  the  Township  for  each 
patient  sent  to  Monsall  Fever  Hospital  was  pT8  5 3.  In  1893 
there  were  12  removed,  1892,  8;  and  1891,  12 

The  Hospital  charges  for  the  last  few  years  being  1895, 
/214  I 9;  1894,  ^221  o 9;  1893,  /59  10  9;  1892,  ^40  10  o; 
1891,  3 o. 
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The  new  Sewage  Works  were  sufficiently  completed  to  be 
opened  officially  last  November  and  through  the  present  year 
the  sewage  will  be  diverted  from  the  water  courses  of 
the  district.  The  Midden  System  of  Closets  adopted 
in  this  district  is  one  which  calls  for  alteration.  It  is  the  one 
above  all  others  which  is  condemned  by  all  Sanitarians  as  the 
most  abominable  of  closet  systems. 

The  ground  around  and  under  the  dwelling  houses  becomes 
soaked  with  liquid  hlth  and  the  atmosphere  contaminated  by 
the  ground  air  saturated  with  sewage  vapour.  The  Ashpits  and 
Closets  are  emptied  into  the  streets  with  the  result  of  more  or 
less  of  the  excrement  blown  about  into  the  houses  and  on  food 
and  drink.  It  is  also  carried  into  houses  on  Boots  and  Shoes 
and  deposited  on  the  floor  coverings;  the  children  play  about  on 
the  floor  and  continually  put  their  fingers  into  their  mouths, 
on  which  may  be  some  of  the  dirt  brought  in  from  the  streets. 
When  Diphtheria  or  any  other  infectious  disease  shows  itself 
the  parents  wonder  how  it  is  has  originated.  During  hot 
weather  the  stench  which  arises  from  the  Middens  where  the 
houses  are  packed  close  together  is  indescribable.  With  such  a 
system  it  is  perfect  truth  to  say  the  people  live  on  the  top  of 
and  eat,  drink  and  breathe  their  own  excrement.  If  the 
ordinary  Water  Closets  cannot  he  adopted  for  small  houses  then 
the  waste  water  closet  comes  in  as  an  alternative;  though  not 
so  good  as  the  water  closet  it  is  vastly  superior  to  the  midden 
system  and  experience  of  waste  water  closets  in  other  towns 
shows  it  to  he  very  effective,  gives  veiy  little  trouble,  never 
freezes  in  the  severest  weather  and  is  inexpensive. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County,  Dr  Sergent 
in  his  health  report  of  the  County  of  Lancaster  for  1894 
condemns  the  privy  midden  system,  emptying  of  x^shpits  into 
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the  streets  and  the  carting  ofNightsoil  through  crowded  districts 
and  mentions  that  the  waste  water  closet  system  is  gaining 
ground  in  the  Lancashire  districts,  and  highly  spoken  of  by 
many  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  their  Health  Reports. 

In  June  a quantity  of  diseased  meat  was  seized  from  two 
shops  in  the  district,  74lbs.  from  one  shop  and  loolbs.  weight 
from  the  other,  at  both  places  the  meat  being  exposed  for  sale. 
Other  portions  of  the  same  beast  were  seized  in  Manchester  by 
the  Authorities.  Examination  showed  the  animal  to  be 
emaciated  and  the  lungs  a mass  of  abscesses  and  tubercles. 
The  cases  were  brought  before  the  Magistrates  and  a fine 
inflicted  in  each  case. 

The  Mills  and  Factories  in  the  district  have  been  inspected 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  respecting  provision  in 
case  of  fire.  Also  the  Bakehouses  and  others  employing  hands 
visited  regarding  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

In  November  some  old  property  in  Abbey  Hey  was 
inspected  (ii  houses)  one  house  was  condemned  in  its  present 
condition  and  the  others  were  ordered  to  be  repaired  and 
various  alterations  made  regarding  the  back  yards  and  closet 
accomodation. 

As  the  health  of  a district  is  closely  related  to  its  'poverty 
and  distress  some  statistics  regarding  the  pauperism  of  the 
Township  may  be  of  interest. 

The  Township  ol  Gorton  is  embraced  in  the  Chorlton 
Union  which  has  an  estimated  population  of  316,000.  The 
following  table  is  for  six  months  extending  from  March  25th  to 
Sept  29th  1895.  Statistics  for  previous  3’'ears  for  comparison 
cannot  he  obtained  as  this  Township  was  included  in  West 
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Gorton  prior  to  March  1895.  The  table  below  shows  180  persons 
(44  being  children)  relieved  in  the  Workhouse  and  603  received 
out-door  relief,  the  total  of  separate  individuals  receiving  relief 
(both  indooi  and  outdoor)  being  743,  of  these  349  were  children 
under  16  years  of  age.  The  rate  of  pauperism  is  calculated  per 
1,000  of  persons  living  in  the  district,  this  district  standing  at 
40  per  1,000  as  compared  with  25  for  the  whole  of  Lancashire. 


■ 

5 

to 

0 ' 

c 

b/D 

cJ  5 
^ ci 

a 

ct 

10 

c 

p CTy 

0.00 

0 1 

^ 1) 

'Td  c 

^ ^ D 

<5^  in 

--2 
^ ID  -2 

^ '-t-H 

T <l> 

*53  <v 

u 

n 

U <V  ' 

0 'C  't 

r°-.a  ^ 

H 0 

Pauperis 

1000  of 

ulation 

0 

H 

<u  p 

1— 
rt  ^ 

a 0 

...  -tJ 

c/3 

W 

jk  \ ^ 

a^^ 

^ 1- 

Numbe 

out-do( 

Net 

Separate 

receiving 

out-do 

0-, 

Quo 

3 

rt 

Cri 

Ardwick  . . . 

36000 

330 

525 

819 

23 

Rurnage  ... 

I 800 

1 

21 

28 

16 

Chorlton- 

cum-Hardy 

6000 

7 

I I 

18 

3 

Chorlton- 

on-Medlock 

61000 

1404 

1614 

3019 

50 

Didsbury  ... 

9000 

40 

2 2 

61 

7 

Gorton  

18500 

180 

603 

743 

40 

Huhne  

71000 

1364 

2298 

3552 

^0 

Levemhulme 

6000 

27 

5« 

«3 

i4 

Moss  Side ... 

26000 

48 

34 

77 

3 

Openshaw... 

28000 

242 

548 

753 

27 

Rushulme ... 

12000 

77 

1 10 

172 

15 

Withington. 

t— 1 

0 

0 

0 

148 

89 

227 

15 

West  Gorton 

27000 

34^ 

966 

1 238 

45 

Total 

316000 

4223 

68gq 

10618 

18 


To  the  total  of  io,6i8  must  be  added  710  lunatics  and  213 
paupers  residing  out  of  the  Union  making  in  all  11,541  relieved 
during  the  six  months,  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Chorlton 
Union,  which  gives  a pauper  rate  of  36.5  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

These  numbers  do  not  include  Vagrants  of  which  there 
were  10,885  who  passed  through  the  Casual  Wards  during  the 
same  period. 

The  actual  cost  of  the  Poor  Law  Adminstration  for  the 
Chorlton  Union  to  the  Rate-payers  is  about  _;^78,ooo  per 
annum  (^'1,500  per  week)  to  which  must  be  added  grants  from 
the  Treasury  towards  the  maintenance  of  lunatics  and  other 
sums  recoverable  making  a total  of  about  ^100,000  per  annum. 

Appended  are  hve  tables  relating  to  the  Birth  Rates — 
Death  Rates — Zymotic  Death  Rates — Infantile  Mortality — and 
Infectious  Diseases. 


A.  W.  MARTIN,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Table  of  principal  causes  of  Death,  Death  Rates,  Birth  Rates, 
Zymotic  Death  Rates,  and  Infantile  Mortality. 
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Table  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  each  Month. 
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for  St.  James’  and  Town  Hall  Wards. 


St.  James’  Ward. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Reported. 
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6 

August  

. . . 

4 

2 

2 

8 

September  ... 

2 

14 

4 

8 

28 

• • • 

October 

I 

10 

29 

I 

. . 

• • 

41 

Nevember 

. . . 

1 2 

0 

Jml 

6 

• • 

• • • 

20 

December 

5 

0 

I 

• • 

I 

10 

Total  1895  ... 

3 

70 

19 

53 

9 

4 

158 

8.5 

„ 1894  ... 

10 

qo 

29 

24 

13 

2 

I 

i6q 

q.6 

„ 1893  ... 

o 

40 

8 

35 

TO 

4 

2 

102 

6.1 

„ 1892  ... 

19 

17 

2 1 

7 

2 

4 

70 

6.1 

„ 1891  ... 

3^ 

23 

8 

2 

76 

4.8 

„ 1890  ... 

54 

17 

20 

12 

108 

7-3 

„ 1889  ... 

... 

91 

14 

2 1 

... 

. . . 

• • • 

126 

8.7 

„ 1888  ... 

I 

2/ 

19 

1 1 

... 

... 

* • « 

88 

6*3 

Infectious  Diseases  Reported  for  St.  James's  and  Town  Hall  Wards. 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN  OF  THE 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  GORTON. 

Gkntlkmkn, 

I have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  my  Nineth 
Annual  Report,  ending  Deeemher  31st,  1^95,  showing  the  cost 
of  the  Department  and  the  work  that  has  been  done  during  the 
year. 

The  cost  of  the  Department  amounts  to  ^'i,ioi  17s.  7d., 
which  has  been  expended  as  follows: — 

1895.  1894.  1893. 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

Wages  644  17  3. ..628  10  I. ..563  15  9 

Horse  Keep  84  ii  4...  80  2 6...  go  18  8 

Hired  Horses 26  16  o... 

Wheelwright  Shoeing  Iron- 
mongery &c 41  13  I...  27  15  o...  9 7 2 

Disinfectants 39  17  8...  52  8 4...  40  17  i 

Hospital  Charges  214  i 9. ..221  o 9...  59  10  9 

Doctor’s  Fees  for  reporting 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  20  7 6...  21  19  o...  12  00 

Disinfecting  Apparatus  ...  15  15  o... 

Oil  for  Lamps  &c 13180... 

£1101  17  7 £1031  15  8 £776  9 5 

The  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  Department  over  last  year  is 
in  H orse  Hire,  Wages,  and  the  Disinfecting  Apparatus. 

There  have  been  emptied  9,626  Ashpits  during  the  year  as 
against  8,323  in  1894,  7,967  in  1893  and  6,756  in  1892,  and  4,206 
loads  of  Nightsoil  have  been  removed  as  against  3,999  in  1894, 
3,719  in  1893  and  3,711  in  1892. 
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Below  I give  the  cost  of  emptying  each  Ashpit  for  the  last 
four  years. 

1892  1893  1894  ^^95 

s.  d.  s.  d.  s.  d.  s.  d. 

I I 6 16  16 

During  the  last  five  years  certificates  have  been  given  out 
for  the  certifying  of  890  New  Houses,  I give  below  the  number 
certified  each  year. 

1891  1892  1893  1894  1895 

84  159  ig2  229  226 

During  the  year  158  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
reported  as  against  179  for  1894  by  the  Medical  Practitioners  in 
the  district,  as  compared  with  last  year,  there  was  an  increase  in 
Typhoid  Fever  but  a decrease  in  Scarlet  Fever  and  Small-pox, 
and  in  the  three  months  ending  September  30th,  1894,  Diarhcea 
was  notified  during  which  time  ten  cases  were  reported. 

The  following  is  a list  of  cases  reported  during  the  last  four 


Diphtheria  

1 895 

19 

1894 

...  29  ... 

1893 

8 ... 

1 892 

Small-pox 

3 

10  ... 

3 ••• 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

70 

...  90  ... 

40  ... 

19 

Typhoid  Fever 

53 

...  24  ... 

35  ••• 

2 1 

Membraneous  Croup 

4 

I 

2 

4 

Erysipilas 

9 

...  13  ... 

10  ... 

7 

Puerperal 

0 

2 

4 ... 

0 

Diarrhoea 

0 

10  ... 

0 

0 

Relapsing  Fever 

0 

...  0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

158 

179 

102 

70 
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Out  of  the  158  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  28 
patients  were  removed  to  Monsall  Hospital  and  ii  to  Withington 
Hospital,  all  the  houses  in  which  the  infectious  cases  occurred 
were  thoroughly  disinfected  and  the  three  houses  in  which  the 
Small-pox  occurred  the  paper  was  stripped  off  the  walls  and 
destroyed,  and  the  bedding  removed  to  the  Manchester  Depot 
for  stoving  &c.,  the  average  cost  of  each  patient  removed  to 
Monsall  Hospital  was  ^7  12  10. 

The  number  of  houses  at  which  the  infectious  cases  occured 
were  143  as  against  166  in  1894,  95  in  1893  and  51  in  1892. 

During  the  year  about  ten  tons  of  disinfectants  have  been 
distributed  in  the  district. 

There  are  90  Registered  Milk  Shops  in  the  district  and  ii 
Cow-keepers,  I have  kept  all  these  premises  under  inspection 
and  found  them  kept  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  adapted 
for  the  keeping  of  this  class  of  premises. 

There  are  4 Registered  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  I 
have  kept  the  premises  under  my  inspection,  along  with  the 
Pig-styes,  &c.,  which  are  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  four  summonses  were  taken  out.  One  was 
against  a firm  for  emitting  black  smoke  an  order  was  obtained 
to  abate  the  nuisance.  One  against  a property  owner  for  having 
the  yards  covered,  the  coverings  were  removed  as  requested,  and 
two  were  against  two  butchers  for  exposing  for  sale  diseased 
meat  an  order  was  obtained  from  the  Magistrate  to  destroy  the 
meat  which  weighed  I74lbs.  and  the  butchers  were  summoned 
before  the  Magistrate  one  Avas  fined  ^2  10  o and  costs  and  the 
other  o o and  costs. 
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During  the  year  ii6o  houses  have  heen  inspected  and  281 
notices  ha\  e heen  issued  against  the  owners  or  tenants  for  various 
Sanitary  Defects  or  nuisances  found  in  the  course  of  my 
inspections. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  work  that  has  heen  done 
in  consequence  of  the  notices  issued  by  me. 


House  drains  trapped,  unstopped,  or 

1895 

1894 

1893 

repaired  

205  ... 

237  ••• 

306 

Ashpits  drained  or  repaired 

147  ... 

I— I 

CO 

209 

Slopstone  pipes  repaired  

105  ... 

II2  ... 

122 

Yards  and  Cellars  flagged 

18  ... 

53  ••• 

87 

Passages,  Yards,  and  Cellars  repaired... 

I I 5 ... 

284  ... 

266 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  lemoved  

16  ... 

13  ... 

19 

Animals  removed 

iq  ... 

16  ... 

20 

Downspouts  repaired  

58  ... 

59  ••• 

90 

Milk  Shops  registered  

44  ••• 

23  ... 

20 

Houses  and  Yards  cleansed 

21  ... 

13  ... 

82 

Houses  stripped 

3 ••• 

7 ••• 

3 

Bedding,  &c.,  stoved 

4 ... 

8 ... 

3 

Smoke  observations  

12  ... 

17  ... 

12 

Samples  taken  

13  ... 

6 ... 

0 

Overcrowding  abated  

. 

II  ... 

0 

I have  again  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
support  I have  invariably  received  from  the  Members  of  the 
Council  whilst  in  the  performance  of  my  duty. 

And  remain,  Gentleman. 


Your  obedient  servant 


THOS.  S.  PRESCOTT, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
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School  Attendance  Officers  Report 

For  the  Year,  1895. 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Eighteenth 
Annual  Report  on  tlie  Work  of  the  School  Attendance 
Committee,  for  the  year  1895. 

During  the  year,  weekly  returns  of  absentees  have  been 
obtained  from  the  various  schools,  from  which  have  been  selected 
the  names  of  children  who  were  irregular  in  attendance.  The 
homes  of  6,281  children  have  been  visited,  the  cause  of  absence 
obtained,  and  reported  to  the  head  teacher  of  each  department. 

After  repeated  caution,  it  was  necessary  to  give  notice  to 
104  parents  respecting  129  children  to  appear  before  the 
committee.  Each  case  was  investigated  and  disposed  of  as 
follows: — 82  adjourned,  15  ordered  to  be  summoned  before  the 
magistrates,  3 children  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Industrial  Schools 
and  4 to  Truants'  School.  This  most  valuable  but  laborious 
part  of  the  Committees  work,  brings  you  into  direct  contact 
with  the  parents,  and  tends  to  reduce  the  number  summoned 
before  the  magistrates. 

As  personal  investigation  by  committee  always  precedes 
prosecution,  I found  it  necessary  to  report  29  parents  respecting 
34  children.  You  ordered  24  parents  to  be  summoned  before 
the  magistrates,  3 ho3's  to  be  sent  to  an  Industrial  School,  these 
three  children  are  brothers  but  on  account  of  the  mothers 
neglect  they  have  been  removed  to  the  workhouse. 

Seven  bo^^s  out  on  license  from  Truants' School,  were  ordered 
to  have  license  revoked,  and  taken  back  to  school  and  1 case 
adjourned. 
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TliG  committCG  1i3.vg  htid.  occcission  to  provide  for  the 
Education  of  3 children,  2 hlind  and  1 deal  and  dumb  as  requiied 
by  the  Elementary  Education  (Blind  and  Deal  Children)  Act, 

1893. 

Eighty-six  full  time  and  twenty-five  half  time  labour 
certificates  have  been  granted  to  children  seeking  employment. 

Forty-three  summonses  have  been  taken  out  against 
parents.  The  Magistrates  disposed  of  them  as  follows: 

Penalties  Inflicted 29 

Attendance  orders  9 

* 

Committed  to  Truants  School  ...  2 

Committed  to  Training  Ship  ...  1 

Withdrawn  after  adjournment...  2 


4 


• > 

• > 


During  the  year  you  ordered  10  children  to  he  sent  to 
Industrial  Schools,  of  this  number  two  have  been  sent  under  14 
section  Industrial  Schools  Act.  One  under  Elementary  Education 
Act.  Three  to  Workhouse,  one  to  Truants  Schools,  and  three 
at  present  are  attending  school  satisfactorily. 

Seven  parents  have  been  summoned  to  show  cause  why 
fines  previously  imposed,  have  not  been  paid,  orders  topay  weie 
made  in  each  case. 

Commitments  have  been  taken  out  against  two  parents,  who 
refused  to  pay  penalties  and  cost  of  show  cause.  All  costs  have 
been  recovered  in  each  case. 
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School  Attendance  for  the  Year  ended  December,  1895, 
COMPARED  WITH  DECEMBER,  1894, 


Name  of  School. 

Number  on  Books. 

Average  Attendance. 

1895 

1894 

In- 

crease. 

De- 

crease. 

1895 

1894 

In- 

crease. 

De- 

crease. 

Gorton  National  

1498 

1409 

89 

• •• 

1063 

1074 

« * • 

11 

St.  Francis  

1070 

1122 

... 

52 

890 

901 

... 

o 

Gorton  Old  

190 

208 

• • • 

12 

142 

153 

... 

11 

Wesleyan  s 

251 

279 

... 

28 

170 

184 

... 

14 

Totals 

3015 

3018 

89 

92 

2271 

2312 

... 

41 

Net  Decrease 

... 

... 

3 

... 

41 

The  small  decrease  in  the  number  on  the  books  is  brought 
about  by  children  leaving  our  Schools  and  attending  those  out- 
side this  district,  the  decrease  in  average  attendance  is  caused  by 
an  outbreak  of  measles. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDWARD  FENNAH. 
To  THE  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council,  Gorton. 

Fel)7'2iaryy  i8g6. 


